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Advanced Placement and Articulation Policies 
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• After completing NURS 190, graduates of state approved and accredited PN programs will 
be granted equivalencies for NURS 120, NURS 160 and NURS 161 based on the following 
criteria: 
o 9 credits will be awarded as transfer credits if courses taken in the practical nursing 

program. 
o Students may need to take additional credits to meet university minimum graduation 

requirements. 
o Applicants to the BSN program at Mercyhurst must meet the requirements of the 

university as well as the BSN program for admission. 
o Practical Nursing License is in good standing before entering any clinical nursing courses. 

Licensed Practical Nurse graduates may enter the BSN program in the fall or spring 
semester. 

)-63,-'!#5!-"$#'(4!"$%$-2'

• Students may be eligible for credit for life experience for Professional Advancement, 
Community Health, and Leadership nursing courses in the RN-BSN program. If a student is 
interested in learning more about this process, they should contact their academic advisor, 
program director, or department chair. To learn more about this process, refer to the Prior 
Learning Assessment/Credit for Life Experience section of the most current Mercyhurst 
University Undergraduate catalog. 

%,-'!#5!-"$#'(4!"$%$-2'

• Certain courses may transfer in on a case-by-case basis upon Program Director approval. 
Refer to the Mercyhurst University Graduate Catalog for further information. 

For additional policies related to academic progression, advanced placement, and other 
academic issues, please refer to the Academic Affairs section of the Mercyhurst University 
Undergraduate Catalog or Student Handbook. 

Department of Nursing Student Policy Manual Updated: 
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Admissions Policy 

!((4&"!2&*-'()*"$,,'

• All applicants must complete an online application as well as meet the requirements for 
admission to Mercyhurst University. Specific program requirements for each nursing 
program are listed below. 

• Inquiries to the Office of Admissions will receive electronic correspondence with 
program information, financial facts, contact information, and application process. 

• Inquiries to the Department of Nursing will receive electronic correspondence with the 
program website link that includes prerequisites, curriculum outline, application 
process, and Admissions contact information. 

• For additional information refer to the Mercyhurst University Admission Policy in the 
Undergraduate or Graduate Catalog. 

!#%&,,&*-,')$71&)$%$-2,'8*)'(-'

• Minimum individual TEAS score of 50% or higher 
• High school diploma or GED 

!#%&,,&*-,')$71&)$%$-2,'8*)'!,-'

9&+9',"9**4':;<'$=2$)-!4'!((4&"!-2,'
• A minimum of a 2.5 GPA (3.0 preferred) 
• High school diploma or GED 
• Minimum individual TEAS score of 66% or higher (67% on reading and math 

preferred) 
• High school prerequisite courses needed: 

Required Courses Units 
English 4 
Social Studies 3 
Math (including one Algebra) 2 
Science with a lab 2 

&-2$)-!4'!((4&"!-2,'*)'2)!-,8$)',21#$-2,'
• A minimum of 2.5 cumulative GPA (3.0 preferred) 
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Clinical Preceptor Policy 

The faculty within the Department of Nursing at Mercyhurst University believe that instruction 
by practicing practical or registered professional nurses complements the faculty and 
contributes a significant dimension to the learning experiences of students. 

#$8&-&2&*-,'

A Preceptor is a licensed nurse who is employed by the facility in which the clinical experience 
takes place, and who agrees to provide supervision to a student for a specified period of time 
during the preceptor’s scheduled work hours in order to assist the student to meet identified 
learning objectives. 

A preceptorship experience at the undergraduate level is defined as a clinical experience in 
which a student is participating in the provision of care for one or more clients and a faculty 
member is not always physically in attendance. The faculty is always accessible by phone and 
able to be physically present during emergencies as needed. A preceptorship experience at the 
graduate level involves leadership and must not include direct care for clients. 

"4&-&"!4'()$"$(2*)'(*4&">'

Clinical preceptors may be used for supervision of students in community health, 
leadership/management, independent study, and selected acute care, long-term care, and 
rehabilitation facility experiences. Clinical experiences for the student nurse may take place 
using a preceptor located in any agency in which a written clinical affiliation agreement exists 
between the agency and Mercyhurst University. 

()$8$)$)$#')$71&)$%$-2,'8*)'"4&-&"!4'()$"$(2*)?'

• A minimum of two years clinical experience in specified area or as determined 
appropriate by clinical site and supervising faculty 

• Current unencumbered R.N. license (P.N. license for precepted practical nursing 
students) in state in which clinical experience will occur 

• Comparable or greater educational preparation to that of the student (Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing or Master’s in Nursing preferred) 

• Have clinical expertise and competence in the area where serving as a preceptor 
• Be physically present in the agency and available to the student at all times 
• Be assigned no more than two students 
• Be provided with specific written guidelines and student learning outcomes prior to the 

experience 

Department of Nursing Student Policy Manual Updated: 6/20; 8/20; 12/21; 1/22; 7/22 
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• To notify the appropriate supervising faculty if problems arise during the clinical 
experience. 

• To be supportive of the student/preceptor relationship. 

Department of Nursing Student Policy Manual Updated: 6/20; 8/20; 12/21; 1/22; 7/22 
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Conduct - related Probation and Dismissal 
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Confidentiality Policy 
"4&-&"!4'$=($)&$-"$,'

Students must be respectful of patient’s privacy and must always maintain confidentiality. 
Students will be held to the same standards as practicing nurses and are accountable to the 
ethical standards set forth by the profession in alignment with the HIPAA Privacy Rule. The 
American Nurses Association (ANA) believes that protection of privacy and confidentiality is 
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Occupational Health and Safety Policy 

1-&5$),!4'()$"!12&*-,'

Students interact with patients as part of their clinical education and will potentially have 
exposure to infectious diseases. The department will train students in accordance with the 
Occupational Health and Safety Administration on Universal Precautions standards on the 
appropriate methods of handling blood, tissue, and bodily fluids and management of 
communicable diseases. Students must be responsible for taking precautionary measures and 
employ the precautions with each lab or patient encounter. 

The Occupational Health and Safety Administration Universal Precautions standards defines 
universal precautions as an approach to infection control to treat all human blood and certain 
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Professionalism Policy 

Professionalism is the expression of positive values and ideals as care is delivered. Foremost, it 
involves prioritizing the interests of those being served above one’s own. The sanctity of the 
patient-provider relationship requires the nurse’s dedication to being accountable and reliable 
to oneself, the patient, and the community. Nurses must know their professional and personal 
limitations. They must demonstrate a high level of responsibility, ethical practice, sensitivity to 
diverse patient populations, adherence to legal/regulatory requirements, and practice without 
impairment. The Department of Nursing expects that students will conduct themselves with 
these competencies in mind. 

Nursing students are required to conform to the highest standards of ethical and professional 
conduct as required of practicing nurses. These include, but are not limited to respect, flexibility 
and adaptability, emotional resilience and stability, academic integrity, honesty and 
trustworthiness, accountability, and cultural competency. 

"4!,,)**%@"4&-&"!4'$2&71$22$'

The classroom will model professionalism during all curricular components to assist students in 
gaining the tools of professional competence. Students will be responsible for maintaining 
timely attendance, preparedness, professional documentation, respectful handling of program 
resources, and active participation in the program. Students are also required to check 
Mercyhurst University email and are held accountable for the contents of emails issued by the 
University. 

()*8$,,&*-!4'"*-#1"2'

Students must maintain professional behavior with all written and verbal communication and 
interactions including all classroom/clinical experiences or any representation of the 
Department of Nursing or the University with the public, peers, professors, patients, and 
preceptors. Displays of frustration/anger, which may be perceived by others as hurtful or 
offensive, will not be tolerated. This includes demeaning, offensive (including swearing), 
argumentative, and threatening language/behavior or language that is insensitive to race, 
gender, gender identity, ethnicity, religion, and sexual orientation. Students should offer 
constructive criticism or suggestions in a thoughtful and reasoned manner that fosters respect 
and trust. 

The professional conduct of nursing students is evaluated on an ongoing basis throughout the 
program. Any violations of standards of professional conduct are grounds for disciplinary action 
including probation and or dismissal from the program. Students will be notified in writing 
when they have violated the department’s standards of professional conduct. Copies of these 
warnings will be kept in the student’s academic file and repeat violations may lead to probation 
or dismissal from the program. 

Department of Nursing Student Policy Manual Updated: 6/20; 8/20; 12/21; 1/22; 7/22 
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Readmission Policy 

Students who have withdrawn from a nursing program may seek readmission, provided that 
they left the program in good-standing. Factors that influence whether a student will be 
considered for readmission into any nursing program include, but are not limited to: 

• Apply for admission to the University or meet with program director about transfer into 
a nursing major from another program 

• Specific reason for the withdrawal 
• Student conduct, academic, and clinical performance during the previous enrollment 
• Attendance patterns 
• Current program requirements 
• Space availability in the program or course 

Students who were dismissed from the program as a result of the academic progression and 
probation policies may apply for readmission under the university’s academic forgiveness 
process. In such cases, the student is eligible for readmission following a minimum of five years 
after the dismissal. 

Students who were dismissed from the program as a result of violations of the conduct or 
professionalism policies are not eligible for readmission. 

Students who are readmitted to the program are expected to follow the university catalog, 
handbook, and nursing student policies appropriate to the semester of readmission. 

Department of Nursing Student Policy Manual Updated: 6/20; 8/20; 12/21; 1/22; 7/22 
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Social Media Policy 
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they will be required to submit all documentation as required by the university and the clinical 
sites. The student also acknowledges that the Department of Nursing faculty and staff will have 
access to a report that indicates whether the student has provided appropriate documentation 
and is in compliance with the requirements. The Department of Nursing will not share any 
individual student’s medical information or use the information for any reason other than 
ensulc xZ
 t mxi g xVor g xVs 
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Student Health and Immunization Policy 

All students must provide proof of health insurance prior to matriculation. Each student’s 
personal health insurance policy must remain active throughout their participation in the 
program. 

Students are financially responsible for the cost of all health care services they may require 
while enrolled in the program, including any health care services required as a result of their 
participation in scheduled program activities (e.g., TB testing, immunizations, treatment of 
injuries, pathogen exposure evaluation and treatment). 

5!""&-!2&*-')$71&)$%$-2,'

The Department of Nursing requires students to complete clinical experiences in order to earn 
their degree. Clinical sites may require participating students to have certain vaccinations prior 
to attending the off-campus experience. These requirements may differ from what the 
university required for the student to enroll in the university/program. The university does not 
control these site requirements and they are subject to change throughout a student’s 
matriculation. Students who are unable to show proof of relevant required vaccinations may 
be prohibited from completing the required experience, which may jeopardize the student’s 
ability to complete the program. It is the student’s responsibility to ensure they understand 
and are able to comply with these requirements prior to enrolling. In situations where 
exemptions are allowable, the university will process those exemption requests in accordance 
with the site’s directives and applicable federal, state, and local laws. 

9$!429')$"*)#,'!-#')$"*)#,'%!-!+$%$-2'
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7. Influenza: Documentation of influenza vaccination. While enrolled in the 
program students will be required to obtain annual influenza vaccination. 

8. Covid: Documentation of the following: 
a. 2 doses of Moderna or Pfizer 
b. 1 dose of Johnson and Johnson 
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